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Statement of intent
At Kettlefields, we believe that spelling is a fundamental component of literacy. Accurate spelling supports children in communicating effectively, improves writing fluency, and contributes to successful reading and vocabulary development.

Our spelling curriculum is built upon the understanding that English spelling is influenced by three interconnected principles:
· Phonology – the relationship between sounds and letters
· Morphology – the meaningful parts of words and how words are constructed
· Etymology – the origins and history of words

Aims
Our spelling curriculum is designed to achieve the following aims:
· Develop accurate and confident spellers.
· Build children's understanding of how words are structured.
· Develop morphological awareness through the study of bases, prefixes and suffixes.
· Promote vocabulary growth and support reading comprehension.
· Enable children to recognise patterns across related words.
· Encourage curiosity about language, including the meanings and origins of words.
· Support the application of spelling knowledge within independent writing.
· Foster increasingly independent strategies for spelling unfamiliar words.grammarsaurus.co.uk
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Principles of spelling instruction
We teach spelling through the combined study of phonology, morphology and etymology.
Children will be taught the following principles:
· Words are made up of meaningful units called morphemes.
· Many spelling patterns can be explained through word structure.
· Related words often share spelling patterns because they are linked in meaning.
· The history and origin of words can help explain unusual spellings.
· Knowledge of word construction supports spelling and understanding unfamiliar vocabulary.
This approach moves beyond learning isolated word lists and instead develops transferable spelling knowledge that can be applied across the curriculum.

Teaching and learning
Spelling is taught explicitly through regular, planned lessons and is closely aligned with the school's writing curriculum. During spelling lessons, pupils encounter new morphemes and spelling concepts that can be applied in their writing, helping them make meaningful connections among spelling, vocabulary and composition.

Typically, children will perform the following range of activities:
· Explore bases, prefixes and suffixes.
· Build and manipulate words.
· Investigate relationships between words.
· Use word matrices to explore word families.
· Write and discuss word sums.
· Learn and apply suffixing conventions.
· Investigate the origins and development of words.
· Apply newly learned spelling knowledge within meaningful writing tasks.
· Consolidate their understanding of a morpheme using Morphs Spelling Game.grammarsaurus.co.uk
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Teachers provide opportunities for discussion, investigation and application so that children understand both how words are spelt and why they are spelt that way.

Learning tasks follow seven consistent activity types:
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1. Children review previously learnt morphemes at the start of each spelling and writing lesson.
2. New concepts are introduced.
3. Oracy is developed through “my turn, your turn” practices.
4. Children record their spellings, learning how to form analytic and synthetic word sums.
5. Children apply their understanding through practical activities.
6. Partner talk allows children opportunities to explain reasoning, notice patterns and recall and apply key learning in new contexts.
7. Children are encouraged to check their own work, correcting and learning from their mistakes.grammarsaurus.co.uk


Progression and continuity

The spelling curriculum is designed as a cumulative journey that builds knowledge over time.

At the start of Year 2, pupils complete a baseline assessment to identify strengths and gaps in their phonic knowledge. Teachers use this information to plan appropriate support through our chosen phonics programme, Twinkl which may include interventions, additional teaching or one-to-one support.

Pupils are not required to be fully phonics-secure before beginning the spelling curriculum. While phonics gaps are addressed, children continue to participate in spelling lessons. Research suggests that explicit morphological instruction can support spelling development, including for pupils who experience literacy difficulties.

The curriculum is cumulative, beginning with foundational concepts such as consonants and vowels and compound words. Year 2 pupils then develop their understanding of bases, prefixes, suffixes, stems and suffixing rules. In Lower Key Stage 2, new linguistic concepts, including free and bound bases, connecting vowel letters and assimilated prefixes are introduced. In Upper Key Stage 2, children are introduced to increasingly complex morphemes, word families and etymological patterns.

Previously taught knowledge is revisited regularly, enabling children to make connections between words and apply spelling strategies with increasing independence.


Assessment

Assessment is used diagnostically and formatively to identify strengths, misconceptions and next steps in learning. We do not use isolated or disconnected weekly spelling tests to gauge progress.

At the start of Year 2, pupils complete a baseline assessment to identify gaps in phonic knowledge. 
This information is used to inform teaching and any additional phonics support required.grammarsaurus.co.uk
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At the beginning of each new writing unit, pupils complete a morpheme assessment linked to the spelling content they are expected to encounter as they write. Teachers analyse the results to identify strengths and areas for development for individual pupils and across the class as a whole.

Assessment outcomes are used to determine whether classes are ready to access the year-group spelling objectives or whether further teaching is required through the Place Value of Spelling objectives connected to that writing unit. This ensures that teaching is responsive to pupil need and that children have every opportunity to master the fundamentals that underpin all other spelling learning.

Independent writing is the primary and most important source of evidence for assessing spelling attainment. It demonstrates whether pupils can successfully transfer and apply taught spelling knowledge when composing for real purposes.

Marking and feedback

Teachers provide feedback that supports children in developing independence as spellers.
Feedback may include the following:
· Highlighting patterns in errors.
· Encouraging pupils to explain spelling choices.
· Drawing attention to known morphemes and spelling rules.
· Scaffolding word sums to support children in correcting their spellings.grammarsaurus.co.uk
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Inclusion and equal opportunities
All pupils are entitled to access high-quality spelling instruction. Teaching is adapted where necessary to ensure that all learners can participate fully and succeed, including pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), pupils with specific literacy difficulties and pupils learning English as an additional language.

Research suggests that explicit and systematic morphology instruction can support spelling, reading and vocabulary development for a wide range of learners. As a result, all pupils are encouraged to participate fully in the spelling curriculum, with appropriate scaffolding and support provided where necessary, as well as intervention groups based on teacher assessment data.

At the same time, pupils are provided with opportunities to extend their understanding through deeper investigation of word families, morphology and etymology.

Supporting spelling at home
Parents and carers are encouraged to support spelling through discussion, exploration and curiosity about words.

Useful activities to support spelling at home include the following:
· Exploring word families.
· Investigating how prefixes and suffixes add to or change the meaning of a word.
· Building words from known bases.
· Discussing the meanings and origins of words.
· Reading widely and noticing spelling patterns.
· Encouraging children to play Morphs Spelling Game.
The emphasis is on developing understanding and transferable knowledge rather than memorising isolated word lists.grammarsaurus.co.uk
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Monitoring and review
The implementation and impact of the spelling curriculum will be monitored through the following:
· assessment outcomes
· book scrutiny
· pupil voice
· learning walks
· discussions with staff
This policy will be reviewed regularly to ensure that it continues to reflect current research, curriculum requirements and the needs of pupils. grammarsaurus.co.uk
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